September 13, 1976

Deaxr Mr. Mackety:

The Presideat has asked me to thank you for your
lotter to him of July 21, 1976, which you persomsily
deliveresd to me at our meetiag August 25.

I have chacked carefully here at the White House

and find that it is the President's preference to have
the Secretary go ahesd with his preseat plan to identify
and set forth standards and procedures for recogni-
tion of Indian tribes -- a plas which msans that all

the pending applicstions for recognition would be de-
ferred for a short time longer until those standards
and procedures bave been clarified.

I have checked with Interior, and find that this work
is nearing completion.

I think the Hurom Potawatomi tribe will find these
new standards reasonable and I will belp ensure
that you get a prompt answer to your basic inguiry.

It was a genuine pleasure for me to bave met you and
your associstes and I want to keep open the doors of
communication which our meetings begaan.

Sincerely yours,

Bradley H. Pattersom, Jr.

Mr, David Mackety, Presideat
R.R. #
Fulton, Michigan 49052
BHP:msp
B¢ James P. Hillman, Director
Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs
Robert J, Horn, Special Asst., to Governor Milliken

BC: Mr, Borgstrom, OMB
Les Gay, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Reid Chambers, Dept, of Interior, Office of the Secretary




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

GEP 7 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRAD PAT' iON
FROM: James L. Mitche ‘
SUBJECT: Correspondence with the Huron Potawatomi Band

on Tribal Recognition.

We agree with the general avproach outlined in the draft
letter you sent to my office but would recommend two
changes:

- The time frame of "a few weeks" should be
restated as "a short time".

- The third varagraph should read: fai "y

"I have checked with Interior and
find that this work is nearing L
completion." T

The two reasons for these changes are

(1) We do not believe that this matter is exclusively
one of legal interpretation and feel that the
instrument for the statement of any new policy
in this area should not be a Solicitor's Opinion,
though such an opinion is obviously needed to
suggest the boundaries for policy discretion.

(2) We believe that this issue warrants full considera-
tion not only by the Interior Department but by
the White House, OMB, and HEW.

Obviously any policy initiatives in the area of recogni-
tion of additional Indian tribes could have substantial
budgetary implications, hence our concern that we and
other affected parties within the Executive Branch
review such a set of criteria before they are issued.

Attachments



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 7 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRAD PATTERSON
FROM: James L. Mitchell/8/ James L. Mitchell

SUBJECT: Correspondence with the Huron Potawatomi Band
on Tribal Recognition.

We agrece with the general approach outlined in the draft
letter you sent to my office but would recommend tWo
changes:

- The time frame of "a few weeks" should he
regtated as "a short time®.

-~ The third paragranh should read:

"I have checked with Interior and
find that this work is nearing
completion.”

Ry

The two reasons for these changes are

(1) We do not belicve that this matter is exclusively
one of legal interpretation and feel that the
instrument for the statement of any new policy
in this area should not be a Solicitor's Opinion,
though such an opinion is obviously needed to
suggest the boundaries for policy discretion.

(2) We believe that this issue warrants full considera-
tion not only by the Interior Department but by
the White House, OMB, and HEW.

Obviously any policy initiatives in the area of recogni-
tion of additional Indian tribes weould have substantial
budgetary implications, hence our concern that we and
other affected parties within the Executive Branch
review such a set of criteria before they are issued.

Attachments
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GERALD H. MILLER, Director

August 30, 1976

el SVR LTS
Mr. Brad Patterson A o
Special Assistant [z %
01d Executive Office Building ot N
15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue \f Va
Washington, D. C. 20202 S

Dear Mr. Patterson:

On behalf of Viola Peterson, Louise Reznik, Dave Mackety and myself, I would
like to thank the President for assigning you to meet with us.

The purpose of this letter is to capsulize the important issues of the case
we presented to you regarding Federal recognition of the Huron Potawatomi
Band of Indians residing in Calhoun County Michigan.

In 1971 the Band first requested federal recognition and received acknowledgment
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs on May 12th. In early 1972 the Tribe having
not heard further on their request sent another request, this time accompanied
by a resolution by the Tribe. This was also responded to by a letter from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. In 1973 yet another request and resolution was sent
to the BIA by the Tribe.

According to Bureau of Indian Affairs staff person at our meeting, Lester Gay,
the Bureau had decided to grant federal recognition to the Tribe and was
proceeding accordingly when in March of 1974 a letter from an obscure Bureau
official raised questions which had long since been answered by the Tribe.

The result of these questions, however, served to delay the approval of federal
recognition until the Bureau was instructed to no longer recognize Indian Tribes.

During this time, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, responding to pressure exerted by
larger more sophisticated applicants recognized another Tribe in Michigan whose
application was not as complete as the Huron-Potawatomi.

Since the Huron Potawatomi are the only part of the Potawatomi Tribe which has
not been federally recognized, and since in 1934 they were not given the
opportunity to vote on accepting or rejecting the Reorganization Act, this

Band of Potawatomi has a legitimate claim to recognition that many tribes do not.

From the beginning to the end, the time-consuming delays being brought about
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs has cost the Tribe many services which would
have been otherwise available to them.

MICRIGAN
THE
GREAT
LAKE
STATE

James R. Hillman, Director



Mr. Brad Patterson
Page 2
August 30, 1976

At present less than 100 people live on the 120 acres of state reservation
lands in Calhoun County. The estimated cost to the federal government during
the first three years of recognition to assist this Tribe would be $125,000
per year.

The state of Michigan has not provided any services to this reservation,
indeed has insisted that the Federal Government has the responsibility to
assist the Tribes in Michigan.

Thus, while all the delays were occuring (5 years to date) on the Huron-
Potawatomi request for recognition, the Tribe was not receiving any services
whatsoever.

We request that the President, in light of his previous support for recognition
of this Band, will realize the unusual injustice being done here to the

Huron Potawatomi and will issue an executive order to recognize the Huron Band of
Potawatomi and instruct the Bureau to begin negotiations with them without delay.
Thank you for all your assistance and time during our recent meeting.

Sincerely,

MICHIGAN COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS




THE WHITE HOUSE -
WASHINGTON

August 26
Jim Mitchell - ’ h
I Have 65m§§sed this“ietter
with the help of Reid Chambefs at
r’vInteriéé, who ééys fhe draft Opinion -
'ofi the Solicifor is almost ready. It
will conclude that ”recognitidn" in the
abstééct should b e avoided, but rather
that in eaéh case the individwd  factual

situation should be examined: land, treabies

tribal organization, history, etc ang

the question rased: recognition for

Wwhat -- for services, for trust respon-
8ibility to lands, what specificiallyy
Then the factual situation would be
matched with the indivfdual request ad P
hoc. The issue right here ig whether
the fact that gRp as a Congressman who

Sup.-orted  recognifiion warrants making



a special exception to the general

procc ess gust because GRF is now

‘

Pr651dent.

I ’chlnk not -- but may cheok

w1th Connor.

A Your OK sollclted on thls drafte T

Please return the whole flle.

- i




Dear Mr. Mackety,

The President has asked me to than:you for your lester
to him of July 21, 1976, which you personally deliveredé to me
-at our meeting August 25,

I = ve checked carefully here at the White Howse and
find that it is the President's preference to have the
Secretary go ahead with his pregent plan to identify and sst%
forth standards and proc edures for rscognition of Indian tribese-
a plan which means that all the pending applicatims for
recognition would be Alferred for a few weeks longer until
those shandards and procedures have_been clarifie=d, <

I have checke’ with Interior, and find that this worXx
is almost compllete; an Opinion of the Solicitor is in
its final stages,

I think the Huron Potawatomi tribe will find these
new standards reasonable and I will help ensure that you zget
a pbompt answer to your basic inquiry,

It was a genuine pleasurs for me to have met you
and your associaﬁes and I want to keep open the doors of

communication which our meeting began,

Sincersly vours,

BHPjr




July 21, 1976

Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Sir:

The Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians, formally requested
Federal recognition in March of 1972. 1In response to that recogni-
tion request, the Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs
promised a decision on the matter within a short period of time.
They advised us to petition and to do certain other requirements,
and although all those have been accomplished, to date there has been
no decision.

In addition, two other requests, those of the Wisconsin
Menominees and the '"Soo" Chippewas have been granted in the interim.
We consider our position as viable, if not more so, than their cases.
Consequently, we justifiably feel discriminated against. We feel
that the policy is at least inconsistent with the stated high ideals
of your administration. We noted with interest your meeting of the
week of July 12, 1976 with various Indian representatives and trust
that that spirit of reconciliation will assist in our case too.

Since March of 1972 the knowledge of our efforts for recogni-
tion is increasing and many have actively supported our efforts.
For your information we have enclosed a copy of recent letters
from Governor Milliken, the Regional Area Director of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and a resolution reflect-
ing the attitude of Kalamazoo County and City. Additionally, we
have been in touch with Senators Griffin and Hart and Congressman
Gary Brown and they have responded with some offer of assistance.




Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President of the United States -2- July 21, 1976

Finally, we have enclosed a copy of a letter from you, Mr. President,
when as Congressman in 1973 you extended us your support on the
same issue.

In the bicentennial observance of this republic, the place in
which the native American holds its history is very obscured. The
complexities which have brought this about are not some of the
brightest chapters in American history. To reverse those incidents
forthright affirmative action is needed wherever any inequity is
presented for redress. Furthermore, the history of the native
American is replete recently with instances where the radical ele-
ment assumes the initiative to achieve goals in the face of con-
tinued attitude of the government of ignoring the problem and
aloofness of the situation. On the other hand, we, of the Huron
Potawatomi Band find much merit in the espousal of Christian
principles that the leaders and statesmen of both races profess to
be their guidelines. It is our hope that our initiative in this
matter should not be further ignored and the 'still small voice"
be left unheeded.

Since our requests by petition, personal meetings with Mr.
Morris Thompson, National Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
and initiatives with our representatives in Washington have come to
no avail, we call upon you as President of all of the people in
these United States to use your influence and executive powers on
our behalf. We, of course, cannot say just what procedure to
request, but whether it be by executive order, Presidential proclama-
tion, or personal urging of the Department of Interior, we urgently
and respectfully request your assistance.

Most sincerely yours,

HU POTAWATOMI BAND, INC.

David Mackety

President

R. R. #1

Fulton, Michigan 49052

CC: Honorable William G. Milliken
Senator Robert Griffin
Senator Philip Hart
Congressman Gary Brown
Congressman Richard Vanderveen
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Area Director
Mr. James Hillman, Michigan Indian Commission
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

OFrFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LANSING

WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN May 13, 1976
GOVERNOA

Dave Mackety, Chairman

Huron-Potawatomi, Inc.

Rouyte #1

Fulton, Michigan 42002

Near Mr. Mackety:

It has been brought to my attention that you met recently with
Mr. Jonathan Cain of my office, *r. John Pirich of the Attorney
General's office, and representatives of the Indian Affalrs
Commission,

| further understand that efforts you have made to obtain federal
recognition and Tribal status for the Huron-Potawatomi have been

unsuccessful. As | have indicated in previous correspondence, !

am in support of your effort.

| have asked the Staff Director of the Indian Affairs Commission
to work with you in documenting your previous efforts in this
matter so that we wi!l be in the best position to assist you
through my office.

When the necessary background material is made available, e 2
appropriate contacts will be made in Washington to expedite thls o e
long overdue action. B -

Kind personal regards.

Sincerely,

Drol < . P b,

Governor



Tribal nerations fEB 1:};3]5
4emorandam

To: Commissioner of Indian Affaica
Atta: Tribal Goverument Services

froma: Office of the Area Director

Subject: Petitiome for Yedaral Recognitionm by Hurom Potawatomi Band

We are eaclosing for your ready reference the following documents:

1. Cfreat Lakas Agancy asmorandus datad Febyuary 6, 1976, with
enclosures.

3

Letter from David Mackety, ilarom Potawatomi Band dated November
17, 1975, with enclosed letter to Commissioner of Indisn Affairs
and petition signed by members of the Hurom Potawatomi Band.

3. Letter from the Governor, State of Michigan dated April 12, 1973.

4. Letter from the Sacretary te GCoverner of State of Michigan
dated July 19, 1973.

5. Sureau of Iadiaa Affairs press relsase dated Yebrwary 25, 1974.

6. Letter from the Attorney Geueral, State of Michigan dated April
1, 13974,

We. concur with the Swperintendent of the Creat lLakes Agency and
recommand that the Huron Sand be givea federal recogaitisa and
aathority to organize. Ve underatand that thers are other so—called
atate reservations, wheraby the lodian land is held in trust by the
state, vho are veceiviag Bureauv of Indian Affairs services. Ve
strongly urge and recommend that the Hurea Potavatemi Band members
residing on the reservation bg eousidered for Buresw services.

18Sgd.) Gonros V. Goodwin

Area Directer
ce:
Creat Lakes Agency
Yield Solicitor
| Dayid Mac
L kety
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GERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICK:
PUTTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 428 CHarny STrExT SE.
' GRAND RAPIDS
ZiP 49802

Congress of the nited Htates
Office of the Minority Leader

Bouse of Repregentatibes

®asphington, B.L. 20515
January 18,1973

Mr.David Mackety
R #1
Fulton,Michigan

Dear Mr.Mackety,

I have forwarded your complete letter to the Secretary of the Interior
Rogers C.B. Morton with the recommendation that he give it favorable
consideration.

1 will notify you as soon as word is sent back from the Secretary as
to the status of the request you submitted. I sincerely hope that it
is granted.l appreciate hearing from you on this problem and hope
that your correspondence will continue.

f”ﬂ"?df?‘ .
Warmest personal regards. / ﬁg*' LN
_ -5
. d !.;: L3
Slncerel§17 e zi




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Huron Band of the Potawatomi Indians, located

in Calhoun County, Michigan, has requested of the United
States Department of Interior federal recognition and transfer
of lands located in Calhoun County, Michigan, and held in
trust for the Huron Band of the Potawatomi Indians by the
Governor of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of Michigan, the Honorable William G.
Milliken, has expressed his willingness to expedite such
transfer if it 1s determined to be in the best interest of
the Huron Potawatomi Indian people; and

WHEREAS, the 0Office of the Attorney General of the State of
Michigan has expressed on behalf of the State of Michigan

support for the promotion of federal recognition of the Huron
Potawatomi Indian people; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kalamazoo has expressed its support,
promoting federal recognition of the Huron Potawatomi Indian
people; and

WHEREAS, the request of the Huron Band of the Potawatomi
Indians for such federal recognition and transfer of lands
has not been acted upon;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Kalamazoo
does hereby join with the State of Michigan in supporting in
principle the expeditious consideration of the request of .. _
the Huron Band of the Potawatomi Indians and in promotion,'s- v
recognition of said Band. /3

[
i

s "I

—— — ——

1, PHILIP HASSING, Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County of Kala-
» DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing is a true and correct
A AN, ) mazoco
STATE OF MICHIG -

County of Kalamazoo, copy of...ReS0lution adopted by the Board of

Commissioners at its meeting on June 15, 1976.

as appears of Record in my office. That I have compared the same with the
original, and it is a true transcript thereirom, and of the whole thereof.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereuntoc set my hand and affixed

the Seal of said Court at Kalamazoo, this 17th

day of

County Clerk

Deputy Clerk

o ————



United States Departiment of the Interior . 4
)  BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 4/ ¢/

WASHINGTON. D.C 20242

ST . A
Q‘:.:. .. '. ! \ ‘: :
} :': " . . ' L . ¢ - I. . T -
'*'Mr..David Mackety . f_' MAR 151374'
B ' " .

President, Huron Potawatomi Band
Route 1 .
- 'Fulton, Michigan 48505

De%r‘Mr. Mackety:
. i . : . .
-1 éLjoyed very much our opportunity to get acquainted and
' -do believe that we had a worthwhile exchange of information
- concerning the interests of the Huron Potawatomi Band of
Indians seeking Federal recognition and obtaining the
.- special services of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

-

.- We .agreed that I would send you a letter outlining the
services that would probably be available from the BIA
. .,-"were the Huron Potawatomi Band of Indians to be Federally
¢ recognized and the reservation to become a Federal reser-
“: wvation held in trust by the Secretary of the Interior.

;A>The.following is a list of these BIA services. ’“?;rjﬁé .
T _ ' SRV TRAS 7 N
1. “Revenue sharing o , — . é (;

. rir2, iScholarships T e e B B 0
".3.:;Johnson~0'Malley funds o S f~.fA‘f$;p LY
4. iAdult vocational training ‘ ’ T ;

5.: ) g

«:,/Direct employment assistance - transportation to the =
i’8lte of a position and subsistence until one's first
~paycheck : S - ' :
<.;'Realty services . S SR e
.-+ Road services B R A
.g?Law and o>rder ~-Michigan does not service Federal Indian
. reservations R : o

.« . B S
. .
e

210,:Tribal government services
'HzllrfForestry Lo . :
. Social services

212, .
B B . S
. B _i“
. v . .
: b ! ‘l
P )
\
. N '
. . . N ,
R . .
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i;&Housing F¥ssistance through HUD and pome improveﬁent _ C o
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- . r:,__ - oy 7
United States Department of the Interior M i incian iiairs |
. ! (YR R E D
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Great Lakes Agency

230958

Ashland, Wisconsin e f
IN REPLY REFER TO: 54806 REXIERE R J
Tribal Operations ' - =
076.0 Huron Pot. '
February 6, 1976
Memorandum
To: Area Director, Minneapoli’s Area
Attn: Tribal Operations Officer
From: - Acting Superintendent
Subject: Petition for Federal Recognition by Huron Potawatomi Band

We are sorry for the long delay in answering your memorandum of November 24,
1975, concerning the above subject. We were disappointed when we received

a copy of the memorandum dated December 18, 1975, from the Chief, Branch of
Tribal Operations to Mr, David Mackety. This memorandum discouraged us in
making any sort of recommendation toward the tribe's reorganization, however,
we believe it is our responsibility to make a recommendation.

We have reviewed past correspondence on this matter, some of which is
attached, and have concluded that this particular band of Huron Potawatomies
has been desparately trying to seek federal recognition for several years in
order to avail themselves of Bureau services.

Our recommendations are still the same as indicated in our memorandum dated
May 12, 1971, to the Area Director, and our memorandum to the Commissioner on
April 21, 1972. Copies attached. It is our understanding that the State of
Michigan will turn the state property over to the tribe upon Federal re-
cognition. It is our recommendation that the Huron Potdwatom Band be given
Federal recognition as soon as possible. :

Acting Superintendent

Enclosures

s g e N4
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Tribal Government Services ‘ :
' DEC 1 8 1975

Mr, David Mackety )

Huron Potawatomi Athens Indisn
Reservstion "

Fulton, Michigan 42052

Dear Mr. Mackety:

L

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 12 concerning
a petition for Federal recognition of the Huron Band of Potawatomi
Indians, '

While the first page of your letter 2ppears to be part of your original
letter, the second page is a reproduction and the petition you referred
to was not included. Notwithstonding these facts, former '
Secretary Morton 2nd Solicitor Kent Frizzell were not sufficiently
convinced that the Secretary of the Interior does in fact have legal
authority to extend recognition to Indion tribes absent clear Congressional
action., Nor, even if such suthority can be s3id to exist, does the

Iaw sppear to be clear as to the zpplicable standards and procedures
for recognition. In short, they felt that the "'recognition"” concept is an
exceedlingly indefinite one. As 2 result attorneys in the Solicitor's
office rescarched various questions connected with recognition and
prepared detailed memoranda., That memoranda is now being revicwed,

Until that review i3 concluded and the future policy rel:ting to
administrative recognition of Indians tribes or bands has heen determined,
we will be unable to act upon the petition of the Huron Pand of Potawatomi
Indians, If you will send the petition forward, however, we will be -
happy to hold it in our files for immediate action following the determina~-
tion of future policy.

- Sincerely yours, }/ )
et ' -, (Sgd) Leslie N. Guay
| Chief, Granch of Tribal Realtions

cc: Minneapolis Area Dir,
Supt., Great Lakes Agency SRS

fa
I[S‘urname
Chrony 440

Mailroom :
Holdup:Z. BARROW:dlb, 12/16/75, Cass. 20-
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. : MAR 12 1973
" Mr. David Mackety = .

President, luron Potawatnmi Band !
Route 1 _

Fulton, hichigan 4850) A o o a

.Dear Hr. Lackety. ' o _ e

Ye have your letter of Jzanuary 5 enclosing Resolution llo. 2

- adopted by the Huron Yotawatord Band, asking that Federal recogni-
tion be extended to it, that it be organized under the Indian
Recrganization Act of 1934 and that the Secretary of the Interior
accept in trust the title to the land now occupied by the bani,

The information centained in your letter will bie helpful 1in tie
review of your renuest for Federal recognition of the band. e
hoje for a decision on that request in the not too distant fucure,

Wita regard to the transfer of title to the Jdand now occupied by
the band to the Secretary, befcre this may be done it will be
nocessary th:it the State of Michigan indicata its willingness to
make tha traasfer. We augpest that you contact the appropriate
officinls of the State of !Michigan and ascertain if the state
will be agrecable to making the transfer. Also escertain vhat

" action w .1l be reccseary on part of the state to effect a transfer
of title {f the Secretary of the Interior siyniiies his willingneaa
to accep: the title in truaty

Sincerely yours, B R

. fooon
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. Acting rector, Office of
Cotaunity Scrvices

(A
[22]

cc: Area Director,Minneapolis S SR T e

P9
& Superintendent, Great Lakes Agency } }f':
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